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Berlin, April 15th 2009

aka-aki Nominated for Best Mobile Social
Networking Site in the 13th Annual Webby Awards

Fans Can Vote Online to Help aka-aki Win Internet's Top Honor at
http://pv.webbyawards.com

BERLIN/NEW YORK. Hailed as the "Internet's highest honor" by the New
York Times, The Webby Awards is the leading international award
honoring excellence on the Internet.

Berlin-based start-up aka-aki offers a playful approach to discover
the people nearby. When two members meet, their mobile phones show
their mutual friends and interests. aka-aki runs on nearly every
phone, on iPhone and iPod Touch. It uses patent- pending technology
to let members discover the people around them while maintaining the
user's privacy.

"Nominees like aka-aki are setting the standard for innovation and
creativity on the Internet," said David-Michel Davies, executive
director of the Webby Awards. "It is an incredible achievement to be
selected among the best from the nearly 10,000 entries we received
this year."

“The Webby Awards can really be considered “The Oscars” of the web
industry. Former winners include the biggest names on the Internet.
Even being a nominee is a big success and great honour for our young
company,” said Stefanie Hoffmann, CEO of aka-aki, just after the
team had received the good news from New York.

As a nominee, aka-aki is also eligible to win a Webby People's Voice
Award, which is voted online by the global Web community. From now
until April 30th, aka-aki fans can cast their votes in The Webby
People's Voice Awards at http://pv.webbyawards.com

Winners will be announced on May 5th, 2009 and honored at a star-
studded ceremony in New York City on June 8th hosted by Seth Meyers.
Winners will be able to share one of the Webby's famous five-word
speeches with the world. Past Webby Award winners - and their
speeches - include Al Gore ("Please don't recount this wvote."),
Beastie Boys ("Can anyone fix my computer?"), and Stephen Colbert
("Me. Me. Me. Me. Me.").

The Webby Awards is presented by the International Academy of
Digital Arts and Sciences, a 650-person judging academy whose
members include Internet co-inventor Vinton Cerf, R/GA's Chief Bob
Greenberg, "Simpson's" creator Matt Groening, Arianna Huffington,
and Harvey Weinstein.
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About aka-aki

aka-aki was created as the Diploma project of the company founders
at the University the Arts in Berlin with the goal to bring the
features of social networking from the internet out to the streets.
Since the start of the service in April 2008, the Mobile Community
offers three main functions. On the cell phone, aka-aki shows
profile information on other members in the vicinity. Furthermore,
encounters are automatically recorded so that the members can make
contact with each other in hindsight as well if their paths have
crossed by chance or unnoticed. Thanks to free messages and micro
blogging, aka-aki furthermore allows you to remain in contact with
your friends also while underway. On the website http://www.aka-
aki.com, a short film will show how aka-aki works.

About the Webby Awards

Hailed as the "Internet's highest honor" by the New York Times, The
Webby Awards is the leading international award honoring excellence
on the Internet, including Websites, interactive advertising, online
film and video, and mobile web sites. Established in 1996, the 13th
Annual Webby Awards received over 10,000 entries from all 50 states
and over 60 countries worldwide. The Webby Awards is presented by
The International Academy of Digital Arts and Sciences. Sponsors and
Partners of The Webby Awards include: Microsoft Silverlight; The
Creative Group; .ORG; Getty Images; The Barbarian Group; Digital
Kitchen; Wired; IDG; PricewaterhouseCoopers; Z2advanced.Net; KobeMail
and Museum of the Moving Image.
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